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Solar System observations have played a major role in HST’s science program since its launch in
1990. Over the years, the proposal pressure for solar system observations has diminished in
proportion to pressure from other disciplines. After consultation with the Space Telescope Users
Committee, the Space Telescope Science Institute’s Director, Matt Mountain, has decided to
constitute an advisory committee to explore the underlying reasons for the apparent decline in
usage and to provide advice on future strategies for planetary science programs with HST.
Committee members will be drawn from the planetary science community.

The Solar System Advisory is hereby charged with the following primary tasks:

e Review the evolution of HST usage by the planetary community and match against
factors such as changes in the time allocation process and in instrument capabilities;

e Solicit input from the community on the role that HST can play in planetary science and
on methods for allocating observing programs;

e Investigate potential mechanisms to coordinate HST observational programs with
priorities among the planetary science community.

The committee will summarise their conclusions in a report to the Director.



