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ESA Update

Chris Evans – ESA HST Project Scientist

Space Telescope Users Committee: May 9, 2023
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Multi-mission partnership with STScI

HST
! Over three decades of successful collaboration on Hubble

! ESA Science Programme Committee approved extension to 2026 (indicative to 2029)

! 13 ESA-funded personnel supporting all aspects of Hubble science operations at STScI

JWST
! ESA transition to science operations, handover of European contributions and responsibilities (Oct 2022)

! 15 ESA-funded personnel supporting Webb science operations at STScI
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The ESA Office at STScI includes:

! ESA staff at STScI assigned to HST & JWST (& future ESA-NASA missions operated @STScI)

! ESA/AURA personnel and admins contracted for ESA through AURA

! ESA Research Fellows

! Recruitment underway for ESA/AURA positions (deadline May 10)
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The ESA Office leads the HST and JWST outreach in Europe

! Activities and material planned in close coordination with STScI’s OPO and NASA

! Range of social media to amplify releases and engage the public

! Working with ESA Comms to highlight connections to other ESA missions

https://esahubble.org
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Hubble’s 33rd launch anniversary celebrated shortly after ESA JUICE launch

! Released a new ESA/Hubble ‘Space Sparks’ highlighting Hubble’s studies of Jupiter

https://esahubble.org
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Long-running Picture of the Week series
! Reprocessed images from the archives

! Recent mini-series of ‘Jellyfish’ galaxies

Credits: ESA/Hubble & NASA, M. Gullieuszik and the GASP team Galaxies from Gullieuszik et al. (2023) & Giunchi et al. (2023)

https://esahubble.org
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All outreach images included and easily accessible in ESASky
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Recent topics:
! General news & updates

! Retrospective of 2022 science highlights

! Release of 2023 Hubble & Webb Calendar

! Announcement of new eHST archive

! Plans for 2023 EAS meeting (Poland, July)

! Reflections from outgoing JSTUC member
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New version of eHST science archive:
! New user interface & query tools to optimise searches

! Seamless integration with ESASky (ESA’s multi-mission visualisation interface)

! New viewer for quick-look inspection of FITS images

! Access to observing proposals and DOIs of publications from each programme

! Enhanced filtering of metadata and data products
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