OSX and Astronomy?




OSX *IS* Unix

OSX underlying OS is Unix (BSD 4.4)

Unix system is not hidden from user -
you can tinker... and configure things

Transition from Linux is pretty easy

Transition from Solaris to OSX is the
same as Solaris to Linux (minor shell
command differences)




Really three ways...

e Use OSX as a dumb X11 terminal. Do
mail via web interface. etc...

e Use OSX as Linux replacement machine.
Rely on known Linux software and X11
interface

e Use features that make OSX strong:
display PDE native applications etc...

e This is where you start to gain...




X11 Terminal?
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OSX X11¢
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Less X11¢
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The Tools

e Pretty much any tool you might be using under
Linux will work under OSX

e Use X11 based application you know, if needed
(XV, Xemacs, etc...)

e Most Linux X11 and/ or text based packages
have been ported (e.g. Fink)

e But, there are many few or low cost tools in OSX
that take full advantage of the OS




Why OSX helps?

e Consistent display and printing: use PDF for
everything

e Use non X11 based tools and you have OSX

integration to work with (e.g. PDF, seamless fiel
format conversion etc...)

Consistent behavior: e.g. cut-and-paste of text
and graphics between all OSX applications: mail,
web browser, terminal, etc... and even X11 for
text




IRAF and other tools?

IRAE MIDAS etc... are tully ported to OSX
Pyrat works even better

Note: Need to move from ximtool to DS9

though

Supermongo, Gnuplot: with a PDF display
interfaces in OSX

Choice of applications is *LARGE*




e LaTeX is well supported

e (lassic shell/vi mode or,

e TeXShop like interface

¢ Built-in syntax highlighting,

e Default use of PDF figures and outputs clear
PDF




OSX at STScl

e OSX offers several advantages:

e You retain superuser/administrator
privileges: *you” can install software when
*you® need to

e Stable platform

e Excellent support for printing, peripherals
(thumb drives, CD/DVD writing etc...




Bottom Line

OSX does not get in the way

Most of the tools you use today still work under
OSX

But, better tools *are™ available under OSX

You can get working immediately w/o having to
learn the system, and

You can get to make use of the features OSX has to
offer as time goes by: ask other OSX users etc...




