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Cycle 18 Results
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Programs Recommended by the TAC
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Oversubscription by Cycle
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Approved Orbits and Proposals by Cycle
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Acceptance Fraction by Size
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ESA Acceptance Fraction
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Institutional Acceptance Fraction
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Distribution of Science Categories
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Instrument Usage
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Approved Targets of Opportunity
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Cycle 19  Proposal Review Schedule


•  12/2/10: Call for Proposals release (date tentative)

•  2/25/11: Phase I Proposal deadline

•  3/25/11: Proposals made available to reviewers

•  5/12/11: Preliminary grades due

•  5/16/11 – 5/20/11: Panels and TAC meet

•  June 2011: Notifications sent out 
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Cycle 19 Features


•  Cycle 19 will start on 10/1/11 and end on 9/30/12

•  All six instruments will be offered (if operational): 

ACS, COS, FGS, NICMOS, STIS, WFC3

•  The same proposal categories as in C18 will be 

offered

•  Joint Chandra-HST programs: up to 100 orbits

•  Joint Spitzer-HST programs: up to 60 orbits
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NICMOS Status

•  Proposers wishing to use the unique capabilities of 

NICMOS should assume that NICMOS will operate nominally 
in Cycle 19.


•  This will be the only planned call for new NICMOS proposals.   

•  NICMOS proposals will be judged on their scientific 

merit alongside other Cycle 19 proposals.

•  A NICMOS restart may be attempted if  there is compelling 

science demand for NICMOS observations.  The Cycle 19 
TAC recommendations will factor strongly into the decision 
about whether or not to attempt the recovery of the NCS.  �
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Targets of Opportunity

•  Two categories: disruptive ToO programs (t<14 days), 

which are rapid-response observations that require revision 
of an existing HST observing schedule; and non-
disruptive ToOs, which can be accommodated within the 
standard scheduling process.


•  There will be no limits on the number of non-disruptive 
ToOs in Cycle 19


•  There will be not more than 10 disruptive ToOs in Cycle 
19, and not more than 1 with t<2 days.


•  There will be no orbit penalty for proposing a ToO with 
t<2 days (previously: 15 orbit surcharge).
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Cycle 19 Tentative Orbit Allocation


•  Roughly 2800 orbits available for Cycle 19 GO’s

•  Break-down: 1900 orbits for panels; 400 as subsidy 

for medium sized proposals; 500 for the TAC

•  In addition: 750 orbits reserved for MCT proposals

•  In addition: 100 orbits reserved for COS GTO’s

•  In addition: 1100 orbits C18 carry-over, calibration, 

DD, etc.
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Medium Sized Proposals 

•  Medium sized proposals request 40 – 99 orbits

•  Panels tend to be reluctant to recommend medium sized 

proposals because of the orbit cost

•  Approach 1: create an new proposal category and have 

them reviewed by a separate panel

•  Approach 2: keep them with regular GO proposals but 

allocate a fixed orbit number (Cycle 18)

•  Approach 3: provide a subsidy with a progressive 

increase (prior to Cycle 18)

•  Feedback welcome; we are currently favoring 2 or 3
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Panel Structure

•  Regular GO programs: 14 panels (same number as in C18)

•  Planets and Star Formation 1/2: local and distant solar 

systems, exoplanets, star formation

•  Stars 1/2/3: cool and hot stars in any stellar evolutionary 

phase

•  Stellar Populations 1/2: resolved stellar populations in the 

Galaxy and the nearby universe

•  Galaxies 1/2/3: stellar content of galaxies, ISM in galaxies, 

dynamics, galaxy morphology, galaxy evolution

•  QSO and IGM 1/2: QSOs, IGM, QSO absorption lines

•  Cosmology 1/2: cosmology, lensing, GRB, deep surveys
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Panel Structure (cont.)


•  Expect roughly 75 proposals per panel

•  All panels will have roughly the same size

•  Large/Treasury proposals will be reviewed by the 

TAC

•  C18: 67 proposals with the TAC

•  C19: number may be slightly lower because of fewer 

resubmitted MCT proposals 
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Panel Structure (cont.)

•  Chairs for all 14 panels (plus 3 TAC At-Large 

members) have been selected and have agreed to 
serve


•  Panel Chairs and At-Large members will form the 
TAC chaired by James Graham 


•  Each panel will have 8 Panelists and the Chair

•  Candidate Panelists are currently being contacted

•  Pay particular attention to diversity and balance 

between senior and junior astronomers
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