TED STEVENS, ALASKA, CHAIRMAN

THAD COCHRAN, MISSISSIPPY ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA
ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAS
PETE V. DOMENICL NEW MEXICO EANEST F. HOLLINGS, SOUTH CAROLINA
CHRISTOPHER S BOND, MISSOURS PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT
MITCH MCCONNELL, KENTUCKY TOM HARKIN. IOWA 2
CONRAD BURNS, MONTANA BARBARA A MIXULSKI, MARYLAND “]t mtm znat[
RICHARD C. SHELBY, ALABAMA MARRY REID, NEVADA
JUDD GREGG, NEW HAMPSHIRE HERB KOML, WISCONSIN
ROBERT F. BENNETT, UTAH PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL. COLORADO  BYRON L. DORGAN, NORTH DAKOTA
LARRY CRAIG, IDANO DIANNE FEINSTEIN, CAUFORNIA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025
KAY BAILEY MUTCHISON, TEXAS RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILUNOIS s
MIKE DeWINE, OHIO TIM JOMNSON, SOUTH DAKOTA www.senate.gov/~-appropriations
SAM BROWNBACK, KANSAS MARY L. LANDRIEU, LOUSSIANA
JAMES W. MORHARD, STAFF DIRECTOR uary
TERRENCE £. SAUVAIN, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR Jan 21 ? 2004

Honorable Sean O’Keefe

Administrator

National Aeronautics and Space Administration
300 E Street NW

Washington, DC 20024

Dear Administrator O’Keefe:

I was shocked and surprised by your recent decision to terminate the next
scheduled servicing mission of the Hubble Space Telescope (HST). I fully appreciate
and support your emphasis on astronaut safety. Astronaut safety is my number one
priority. However, given Hubble’s extraordinary contributions to science, exploration and
discovery, I ask you to reconsider your decision and appoint an independent panel of
outside experts to fully review and assess all of the issues surrounding another Hubble
servicing mission.

This panel should report its findings to you and the relevant committees in both
houses of Congress this year so we can understand fully the risks, costs and benefits of
another Hubble servicing mission. In addition, I request that all planning, preparation
and astronaut training activities continue without interruption until Congress has
reviewed and decided this issue. Should this panel confirm the need, value and safety of
another servicing mission, it is critical that time not be lost. Given Hubble’s
extraordinary contributions to science, exploration and discovery and its value to the
nation and the world, a decision to terminate the next servicing mission must not be made
without a thorough, rigorous and comprehensive analysis.

Hubble has become the most successful NASA program since Apollo. It can not
be terminated prematurely with the stroke of a pen without a thorough and rigorous
review while planning, preparation and training activities continue. I look forward to

hearing from you.
Sincerely, ;

Barbara A. Mikulski

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on VA/HUD
And Independent Agencies



