
4/2/08 11:53 AMB.C. astrophysicists glimpse deep into the universe's past

Page 1 of 7http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=9e5f1bfe-b7f4-476b-8940-3d9e8a47265a&k=28332

 
 
 
 
 
Home >

 
 

Digital Products

 
 
 
 

See today's Digital Edition
Subscribe to email newsletter

 
 

Inside Times Colonist

 
 
 
 

News
Capital & Van. Isl.
Comment
Letters
Business

http://www.canada.com/
http://digital.timescolonist.com/
http://digital.timescolonist.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
https://members.canada.com/services/newsletters.aspx?site=cc&provider=canada&brand=timescolonist
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/index.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/capital_van_isl/index.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/comment/index.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/letters/index.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/business/index.html


4/2/08 11:53 AMB.C. astrophysicists glimpse deep into the universe's past

Page 2 of 7http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=9e5f1bfe-b7f4-476b-8940-3d9e8a47265a&k=28332

Working
Sports
Life
New Homes
Arts
Canada

30 day Archive
Headline Scan
The Stocks Page
Newspaper Ads
Special Sections

 

Weekly Sections

Travel
Automotive
Go!
Homes

 

Features

Victoria's Sewage
New Homes Special

 
 
 

Classifieds

 
 
 
 

Marketplace

Find a job at working.com
Find a car
Find an apartment at househunting.ca
Find real estate at Homes
Find great stuff at shopping

 

Announcements

Columnists

http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/section.html?section=Working
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/sports/index.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/life/index.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/section.html?section=New+Homes
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/arts/index.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/canada/index.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/archives/
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/headlinescan.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/stocks/index.html
http://shopping.victoriatimescolonist.canada.com/ROP/Categories.aspx
http://shopping.victoriatimescolonist.canada.com/SS/Tiles.aspx
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/travel/
http://autos.canada.com/cars/victoria/index.html?branding=victoria
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/go/
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/homes/
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/features/sewage/index.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/homes/index.html
http://working.canada.com/victoria/index.html
http://autos.canada.com/?branding=victoria
http://www.househunting.ca/index.html?branding=timescolonist
http://homes.canada.com/victoria/
http://www.canada.com/shop/
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/columnists/index.html


4/2/08 11:53 AMB.C. astrophysicists glimpse deep into the universe's past

Page 3 of 7http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=9e5f1bfe-b7f4-476b-8940-3d9e8a47265a&k=28332

Announcements at Celebrating.com
Obituaries at Remembering

General Classifieds

Local classifieds
Selling? Place an ad
Meet a match at Connecting

 
 
 

Enter our contests

 
 
 

Local Contests
National Contests

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Times Colonist

 
 
 
 

Subscriber Services
Subscribe
Renew subscription
Update credit card information
Send us a news tip
Advertising
About Us
Contact us
Privacy Statement

 

Letters

To the editor

http://www.celebrating.com/
http://www.legacy.com/can-victoria/
http://classifieds.canada.com/victoria/
http://classifieds.canada.com/victoria/placead/index.aspx
http://personals.canada.com/?CCCityNear=1540
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/contests/
http://www.canada.com/findit/contests/
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/subscribe/subscriber_services.html
https://members.canada.com/rss/newsubscription.aspx?site=cc&provider=canada&brand=timescolonist
https://members.canada.com/rss/renewsubscription.aspx?site=cc&provider=canada&brand=timescolonist
https://members.canada.com/rss/updatecreditcard.aspx?site=cc&provider=canada&brand=timescolonist
mailto:localnews@tc.canwest.com
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/info/advertising.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/info/aboutus.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/info/index.html
http://www.canwestglobal.com/privacyIF.html
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/letters.html


4/2/08 11:53 AMB.C. astrophysicists glimpse deep into the universe's past

Page 4 of 7http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=9e5f1bfe-b7f4-476b-8940-3d9e8a47265a&k=28332

About your event
Site feedback
Login Issues

 
 

 
 
 
 

Today's Colonist

 
 
 

Nanaimo residents to view grave sites online

Nanaimo embraces mapping technology to give people a bird's eye view of the city...

[ more ]

 

End of March coolest on record
RCMP tasered teen in handcuffs
Old Highlands dump site gets $10 million clean-up

 

More News Stories

 

mailto:Victoriainfo@canwest.com
mailto:vicweb@tc.canwest.com
mailto:customerservice@tc.canwest.com
http://ad.ca.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3696/0/0/%2a/w;192952144;0-0;0;12207045;237-250/250;25409713/25427570/1;;~aopt=2/2/7d/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.eonline.com/on/ca/shows/allaboutagirl/index.jsp?sid=nav-shows&edition=ca
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=f9586bc6-64d4-4912-add8-729eeac24a35&k=10532
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=f9586bc6-64d4-4912-add8-729eeac24a35&k=10532
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=f9586bc6-64d4-4912-add8-729eeac24a35&k=10532
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=0eb5f858-696e-49aa-8d8d-dfd523e45e5c&k=37718
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=6ba9c793-f98a-4fb8-a0b2-12b93d6d1a56&k=66160
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=8c216fa9-d2d4-4c93-960a-64832c29b2a2&k=38702
http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/


4/2/08 11:53 AMB.C. astrophysicists glimpse deep into the universe's past

Page 5 of 7http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=9e5f1bfe-b7f4-476b-8940-3d9e8a47265a&k=28332

 
 

News on canada.com

 
 
 

Zimbabwe opposition claims victory

Zimbabwe's opposition said on Wednesday it had defeated veteran President Robert...

[ more ]

 

The face of Canada is changing, visible minority population soars
Australian police find body believed to be of Canadian student

 

More on canada.com

 

 
 
Get the daily headlines emailed to you every morning with the Victoria Times Colonist newsletter.

Email Address:

Our Privacy Statement

 
 

 

B.C. astrophysicists glimpse deep into the universe's past

Susan Lazaruk, CanWest News Service

Published: Wednesday, January 10, 2007

VANCOUVER -- Two B.C. astrophysicists have made a discovery they say is light years -- literally -- ahead of anything
that's been seen before.
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Using the powerful Hubble telescope, University of B.C. Prof. Harvey Richer and former student Jason Kalirai
accidentally stumbled across a faint cluster of stars.

And the find is astronomical for the invaluable information it will give us about our own galaxy of stars, they said.

Email to a friend Printer friendly
Font:

*
*
*
*

"We were looking for something else and we found this," said Richer from the American Astronomical Society Meeting
in Seattle yesterday where post-doctoral fellow Kalirai will deliver their findings today. "It was quite a bit of serendipity,"
he added.

The cluster is one billion light years away, 10 times farther than any previously observed cluster, said Richer, who taught
Kalirai when he earned his undergraduate and post-graduate degrees at UBC.

A light year is measured by nine trillion (a million million or a thousand billion) kilometres. To put it into perspective,
our galaxy is 100,000 light years across.

The find is exciting because it gives a rare glimpse into how the cluster of stars existed one billion years ago since it took
that long for the image to reach the Hubble, circling 400 kilometres above the Earth, Richer said.

"And we can compare that cluster system and its fundamental characteristics with our cluster system and see how they're
the same," he said. "That's the really exciting thing."

Kalirai said this is one of the deepest images taken by the current generation of high-powered telescopes. "No one else
has seen this," said Kalirai, 28, who does research at the University of California Santa Cruz. "It's really exciting."
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