
���
Cycle 23 Summary

and
Changes for Cycle 24���

���
���

5 November 2015

11/5/2015 1C23 Summary and C24 Changes



11/5/2015 2C23 Summary and C24 Changes



11/5/2015 3C23 Summary and C24 Changes



11/5/2015 4C23 Summary and C24 Changes

Medium Programs Recommended by the Panels

ID First 
Name Last Name Institution Resources Title

0824 Zachory Berta-
Thompson

Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology

40 The Atmospheres of Two Low-Mass, Low-Density 
Exoplanets Transiting a Young Star

0179 Michele Fumagalli University of Durham 55 First Measurement of the Small Scale Structure of 
Circumgalactic Gas via Grism Spectra of Close 
Quasar Pairs

0910 Boris Gaensicke The University of 
Warwick

67 An HST legacy ultraviolet spectroscopic survey of 
the 13pc white dwarf sample

0813 Anne Jaskot Smith College 50 LyC, Ly-alpha, and Low Ions in Green Peas:  
Diagnostics of Optical Depth, Geometry, and 
Outflows

0322 Patrick Kelly University of California - 
Berkeley

38 Refsdal Redux: Precise Measurements of the 
Reappearance of the First Supernova with Multiple 
Resolved Images

0620 Tae-Sun Kim INAF, Osservatorio 
Astronomico di Trieste

54 Crossing the redshift desert: ionizing background 
radiation and intergalactic hydrogen at z ~ 1

0918 Thierry Lanz Observatoire de la Cote 
d'Azur

35 Probing Supernovae Chemical Yields in Low 
Metallicity Environments with UV Spectroscopy of 
Magellanic Cloud B-type Stars

0433 Jonathan Nichols University of Leicester 47 Observing Jupiter's FUV auroras near Juno orbit 
insertion

0742 Thomas Puzia Pontificia Universidad 
Catolica de Chile

63 The Coma Cluster Core Project

0239 Adam Riess The Johns Hopkins 
University

18 + 18 
Orbits

A New Threshold of Precision, 30 micro-arcsecond 
Parallaxes and Beyond

0358 Ata Sarajedini University of Florida 54 Exploring the nature and synchronicity of early 
cluster formation in the Local Group

0126 Sangmo Sohn The Johns Hopkins 
University

42 Globular Cluster Orbits from HST Proper Motions: 
Constraining the Formation and Mass of the Milky 
Way Halo

0129 John Stocke University of Colorado at 
Boulder

45 Probing Hot Gas in Spiral-Rich Galaxy Groups

0506 Pieter van Dokkum Yale University 57 A Wide-Field WFC3 Imaging Survey in the COSMOS 
Field
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Cycle 24 Features

•  Cycle 24 will start on 10/1/16 and end on 9/30/17
•  All five instruments will be offered (if operational): 

ACS, COS, FGS, STIS, WFC3
•  The proposal review will be held on the JHU 

campus
•  The same proposal categories as in C23 will be 

offered
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Cycle 24 Features (cont.)
•  Chairs for all 14 panels have been selected and have 

agreed to serve
•  Panel Chairs and three At-Large members will form 

the TAC chaired by Caty Pilachowski (Indiana 
University) 

•  Each panel will have 9 Panelists and the Chair
•  Candidate Panelists are currently being contacted
•  Pay particular attention to diversity and balance 

between senior and junior astronomers
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Available Orbits in Cycle 24
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•  Roughly 3400 orbits available for Cycle 24 GO’s
•  Same number as in Cycle 23
•  Break-down: 

o  1000 orbits for the TAC (Large and Treasury)
o  2400 orbits for the 14 Panels (Regular GO with <75 

orbits, i.e., Small and Medium)
o  We anticipate ~700 out of the 2400 orbits will be 

allocated for medium-sized proposals (35 – 74 orbits)
o  Distribution may be adjusted based on proposal pressure
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•  Planets and Planet Formation Panels (Extra-solar Planets, 
Debris Disks)

•  Stellar Physics Panels (Cool Stars, Hot Stars, Resolved Star 
Formation, ISM and Circumstellar Matter)

•  Stellar Populations Panels (Resolved Stellar Populations)
•  Galaxies Panels  (Unresolved Stellar Populations and Galaxy 

Structure, ISM in External Galaxies, Unresolved Star 
Formation)

•  Massive Black Holes and their Hosts Panels (AGN/Quasars) 
•  Large-Scale Structure of the Universe Panels (Quasar 

Absorption Lines and IGM, Cosmology) 

Cycle 24 Panels



11/5/2015 19C23 Summary and C24 Changes

•  Planets and Planet Formation Panels: no solar system science
–  Solar system will be one separate panel following suggestions from both the 

solar system and exoplanet communities
–  Solar system panelists will be recruited after the proposal deadline to 

minimize conflicts
–  Solicit external reviews for solar system and consider a virtual panel

•  Massive Black Holes and their Hosts Panel: no IGM science
–  The two mirror panels will review only AGN science
–  Maximizes panelist expertise for the proposals
–  Addresses panel size: AGN/IGM panels had 100+ proposals in the past 

•  Large-Scale Structure of the Universe Panel: includes IGM and 
Cosmology 
–  IGM is a natural match for large-scale structure and cosmology
–  Adds more orbit requests to the Cosmology panels, which were the smallest 

panels in terms of orbit allocation in the past

Cycle 24 Panel Changes



TAC Process: Medium Proposals
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•  The Medium category will again be supported. However, adjustments to 
the process are needed:

–  The TAC does not have the time for an adequate review of highly-ranked Medium 
proposals.

–  Cross-panel reviews are infeasible because of multiple conflicts of panelists for 
Medium proposals

•  We will assign a Medium proposal allocation to each panels (probably one 
proposal per panel).

•  The panels will grade and rank the Medium proposals with the Small 
proposals.

•  The top-ranked medium proposal in each panel will be recommended for 
execution provided that that proposal is above the cutoff line

•  The panels can adjust their own Small/Medium allocation split if they want 
to support any Medium proposals that did not make the cut.

•  Panel chairs will report to the TAC on the highly-ranked Medium proposals 
before it considers the Large & Treasury programs.

•  The Director has the final decision



Cycle 24  Proposal Review Schedule

•  01/13/16: Call for Proposals release
•  04/08/16: Phase I Proposal deadline
•  04/29/16: Proposals made available to panels
•  05/25/16: Preliminary grades due
•  06/05/16 – 06/10/16: Panels and TAC meet
•  06/27/16: Notifications sent out
•  07/21/16: Phase 2 and budget deadlines
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