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FY2026 NASA Astrophysics Funding stable – for now

in January 2026,  FY2026 funding for NASA was signed into law:

                                                                     FY25                  PBR           Final      vs FY25

NASA Science Mission Directorate $7.33B             $3.91B   $7.25B          -1.1%

NASA Astrophysics                             $1.5B              $523M   $1.6B           +4.2%

✓  $98M for the Hubble Space Telescope

✓ $208M for the James Webb Space Telescope

✓ $300M for the Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope

✓ $150M for the Habitable Worlds Observatory

FY2027 President’s Budget Request similar to FY26, $72.7M for Hubble



Changes in NASA Leadership

“We will make the most efficient use of every dollar allocated--pushing for more xplanes, more 

rovers & telescopes, more exciting missions like Hubble, James Webb, and Dragonfly with the aim 

of enlightening the world through breakthrough scientific discoveries--knowing that if NASA doesn’t do 

it, no one else will.” – Jared Isaacman, Dec 2025



Webb and Hubble lead 2025 astronomy publications

most mentioned telescopes in arXiv 2025refereed publications using HST/JWST data



Hubble, Webb, and Roman observations are in high demand

HST Cycle 33/34:  Cycle 34 deadline was April 16 2026;  all HST instrument modes are offered.

                                Cycle 33 reviewed 800 proposals, 6.5:1 oversubscription for orbits

                                 - 30% are led by first-time HST PIs

                                 - $12M in GO/AR grants for Cycle 33 (down from $15M in Cycle 32)

                               Cycle 34 preliminary proposal count up 10% from Cycle 33

JWST Cycle 5:     2885 programs reviewed; 13:1 oversubscription 

                             225 programs selected with 2,333 unique investigators 

                               - 46% are led by first-time JWST PIs

Roman Cycle 1:  closed March 17th;  IPAC runs Roman TAC

                            primarily funding for archival studies + small number of GI programs

                            378 proposals, 12:1 oversubscription for new observations



NASA FY2026 

JWST Cycle 4 Grants: $60M

HST Cycle 33 Grants: $12M

thank you for patience during 

2025 government shutdown



H u b ble ’ s  3 6 t h  an n iv e r sa r y  ima g e :  th e  Tr i f id  N e b ula ,  f i r s t  o b se r v e d  in  1 9 9 7

                                                                          

possible HST boost mission– what is Hubble’s role in 2030’s?
white papers due May 22nd



re-entry predictions 

are stabilizing as solar 

maximum ends

now is the time for 

NASA boost decision





STScI will host the Roman survey data

• ~30 PB of data generated over first five years

• A cloud-based Science Platform will provide easy access to the data, and include

• Software needed to perform scientific analyses, simulate Roman data, and perform additional WFI imaging 
data processing 

• Computing resources for data exploration and analysis 

• Ability to share projects and computing resources within user-defined teams

• High-level data products will be provided to the science community by the Science Centers and 
funded science teams

• Roman Science Platform will link to other datasets (Rubin,  EUCLID, ...)



STScI & NASA flagships are force multipliers for science

Get the Best Ideas on Telescopes & in Journals

• Equal access to telescope capabilities

• Dual-anonymous Peer Review

• No double-jeopardy for Grants & Data Proposals

Make the most of every photon for now & future

• Public Archives: well-calibrated science-ready 

data for new and long-term studies

• Science Platforms:  bring code to PBs of data

Leverage the Past & Partnerships                                   

to accelerate Discovery

• Robust, Re-useable Science Infrastructure: 

     15% savings for joint HST-JWST-Roman sci ops

• Foundation for International Partnerships 

Inspire & Build the Workforce for the Future

• Training for All:  documentation, webinars, 

workshops, summer schools

• Public Outreach:  tell the story of scientific 

discovery & demonstrate value to taxpayer

THANK YOU for your support
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