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Background

• Following recommendations from the Grants Working Group and endorsement by 
the JSTUC, JWST moved to a formulaic funding process in Cycle 4

• Each program is allocated a not-to-exceed maximum funding allocation (MFA)
• PIs submit budgets that describe the work they will execute within that funding envelope
• Budgets are reviewed to confirm that the work is not outwith the scope outlined in the 

original proposal and that the tasks are allowable
• Budgets that are out of scope or include unallowable costs are returned to the PI for 

revision

• Cycle 4 formalism – 282 programs including 12 with no US investigators
• Survey programs, AR Programs & AR Legacy programs received fixed MFAs
• GO programs received base level plus additional funding scaled by programs size
• GO-AR programs received GO allocation plus an AR supplement
• Total MFA of $58.5 million, retaining $1.5 million for DDs and joint programs

• DD & Joint programs capped at $35K/program
• 19 DD & 19 Joint programs funded so far; Cycle 4 funds are likely to be exhausted before 30 June
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Cycle 4 funding profiles – GO programs
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Cycle 4 funding process

• Budget notifications were sent to Cycle 4 PIs in late March 2025
• Grants community webinar held in early April 2025

• Budget submission deadline on May 8th

• Budgets reviewed by standing Financial Review Committee in June
• FRC only reviewed for scope and allowability
• FRC feedback highlighted dissatisfaction with their revised role
• FRC suggested formula should be adjusted to account for the proportional role of foreign 

investigators 

• Distribution of FRC reviews was delayed by ~4 months due to budget uncertainties 
& government shutdown

• Formal notifications were sent to PIs in late December after NASA provided formal 
confirmation of the cycle value

• Programs with unallowable costs/out of scope work submitted revised budgets in 
late January 2026
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Cycle 5 science program

270 programs in total

259 fundable program, including

• 24 AR programs, with 3 Legacy ARs

• 235 GO programs, with
• 1 Pure Parallel

• 3 Survey programs

• 15 continuation programs

• 6 GO+AR programs

• 153 programs have a US PI
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Cycle 5 funding process

Similar formalism to Cycle 4

• Fixed values for Survey, AR, Legacy AR and Pure Parallel programs
• $140K for Survey & AR, $460K for Legacy & PPar

• GO programs receive  base level ($72K) plus addition scaled by program size

• GO+AR programs receive AR supplement

Adjustments

• Following the FRC recommendations, programs led by PIs who are not US 
scientists are scaled to 70% 

• This aims to reflect the distribution of responsibility for executing the program

• Total MFA set at $57.8 million
• $2.1 million retained for up to 54 DD and joint programs at $40K/program
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GO funding – final allocations
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Cycle 5 timeline

• Budget letters with MFA limits were sent to PIs on April 1 2026

• GRA hosted a budget webinar on April 9 2026

• Budgets deadline on April 30 2026 at 5:00 pm Eastern Time

• Budgets will be reviewed for scope and allowability by STScI staff
• No external FRC

• We anticipate reviews will be finalized by late June

• Notifications and feedback will be sent to PIs in mid-July
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