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Programmatic activities at CSA

• Extension of science support contract with science team (U de Montréal) 
for new launch date (done).

• Approval for continuation for mirror archive funding (Canadian 
Astronomy Data Center) (done but IMOU must be renewed).

• OPS-JPIP nearly done (targeting signature this summer).

• Extension for Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the National 
Research Council (NRC) (funding of CSA scientists at STScI) done (now 
working on extension for operations phase).

• CSA AO for Cycle 1 grant funding done (should be published today!).

• Ongoing preparation for Phase E approval (next summer, including 
science & engineering support and grant funding beyond cycle 1).

• CSA to participate to joint launch event with NASA and ESA.
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Science activities

• Science team coordination (monthly meeting, planning for GTO 
projects).

• Community engagement plan in development.

• JWST Town Hall meeting during CASCA 2021 annual conference.

• Development of software tools for NIRISS SOSS and AMI modes (image 
simulator, spectral trace/closure phase extraction, light curve analysis).

• Publications about the FGS and NIRISS in preparation for the general 
community (modes descriptions, simulations).

o One publication for each mode, SOSS, AMI, WFSS, one NIRISS overview, and 
one FGS overview.

• Commissioning support with participation to mini-rehearsals and several 
recurrent meetings (Honeywell, CSA & U de Montréal staff scientists).
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Cycle 1 activities: CSA grants

• Announcement of Opportunity (AO) for  CSA JWST grants 
opportunity made today with a July 23, 2021 deadline.

• Two categories:

oA: PI and Co-PI

oB: Co-Is

• Evaluation during late summer (somewhat similar to STScI 
financial review).

• Goal to start funding projects by the end of current fiscal 
year (before end of March, 2022.
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JWST Canadian mirror archive

• CSA is funding CADC to establish a JWST mirror archive in 

Canada.

o The Canadian mirror has been tested and is ready to receive 

data.

• A JWST Science Platform on CANFAR cloud infrastructure 

allows JWST users to process and analyze datasets with 

Jupyter notebooks and visualization tools. 

o The platform is operational and in use by a limited group prior to 

rollout to the full community.

5



6



Support during mission

• Working on approval of Phase E plan (now targeting approval 
in Fall 2021).

• Plan is

o To maintain CSA-funded astronomers at STScI during mission 
(will explore other funding mechanisms)

o To maintain engineering support through a contract agreement 
with Honeywell

o To continue supporting the Canadian science team to maximize 
science return of JWST

o To establish a JWST grants program for the duration of the 
mission
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Thank you!
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