
Dear Dr. Sembach and Dr. Bullock, 
 
We, members of the astrophysics community, wish to convey to STScI leadership and the 
JWST Users Committee our concern  with the selection of November 24, 2020 as the revised 
JWST Cycle 1 deadline. While we understand the time constraints put in place given the 
anticipated October 2021 launch, and that there is likely no good choice, the choice of this 
particular date is optimally bad given the COVID-19 situation, the calendar for the fall semester 
at many universities in the US, and the ongoing childcare and homeschooling struggles the 
pandemic has created. 
 
Many universities in the US are opting to end their fall classes early, just before the 
Thanksgiving break, so that students will not return after visiting their families for the holiday. 
This places the last day of the fall semester on the same date as the new JWST Cycle 1 
deadline. Due to COVID-19, this fall semester will be unprecedented, with many faculty having 
to prepare both in-person and online versions of their courses, increased teaching loads due to 
hiring freezes, and anticipated mid-semester shutdowns to online only (as was done in Spring 
2020). Having this major deadline one week after the NSF AAG deadline and in the middle of 
the job season further compounds the burden of work for proposers at a variety of career 
stages.  Additionally, many people may be travelling over this time period due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday break in the US. 
 
Parents will also be dealing with inadequate or nonexistent childcare and dependent services 
(including, but not limited to, extra demands from homeschooling, daycare closures and/or 
limited hours, and COVID-19 related illnesses of family members), on top of the concerns raised 
above.  
 
The combination of these factors is likely to disproportionately affect junior faculty and parents 
(especially mothers) of young children, propagating existing inequities in the field.  STScI has 
shown that it highly values participation from a broad and diverse segment of the population by 
enacting dual-anonymous review of proposals. We fear that the current proposal deadline would 
undermine the progress that has been made with this new policy. A slightly later date (for 
example, mid-December or January, or even a survey of the community to select a date) would 
help mitigate  many of these issues and better enable everyone to participate. We strongly feel 
that proposals for JWST Cycle 1 are too important for our community to rush during these 
unprecedented times. 
 
Sincerely (in alphabetical order), 
 
Omar Almaini, University of Nottingham 
Brett Andrews, University of Pittsburgh 
Camille Avestruz, University of Michigan 
Cara Battersby, University of Connecticut 
Rachael L. Beaton, Princeton University 



Rachel Bezanson, University of Pittsburgh 
Edo Berger, Harvard University 
Will Best, University of Texas at Austin 
Laura Blecha, University of Florida 
Rychard Bouwens, Leiden University 
Mia Bovill, TCU 
Alyson Brooks, Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey 
Daniela Calzetti,  University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Asantha Cooray, UC Irvine 
Douglas Clowe, Ohio University 
Francesca Civano, SAO 
Meredith Durbin, University of Washington 
Mike Eracleous, The Pennsylvania State University 
Mauro Giavalisco, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Eilat Glikman, Middlebury College 
Thiago S Goncalves, Valongo Observatory, Brazil 
Theodore R Gull, NASA/GSFC 
Yicheng Guo, University of Missouri, Columbia 
Lizette Guzman Ramirez, Leiden University, The Netherlands 
Anne Jaskot, Williams College 
Sean D. Johnson, University of Michigan 
Jeyhan Kartaltepe, Rochester Institute of Technology 
Wolfgang Kerzendorf, Michigan State University 
Charles Kilpatrick, Northwestern University 
Allison Kirkpatrick, University of Kansas 
Dale Kocevski, Colby College 
Rubina Kotak, University of Turku 
Rebecca Larson, University of Texas at Austin 
Joel Leja, Pennsylvania State University 
Charles Liu, CUNY College of Staten Island 
Thomas Maccarone, Texas Tech University 
Massimo Marengo, Iowa State University 
Karen Masters, Haverford College 
Karin Menendez-Delmestre, Valongo Observatory, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro 
Elizabeth McGrath, Colby College 
Rosalie McGurk, Carnegie Observatories 
Elisabeth Mills, University of Kansas 
Mallory Molina, Montana State University 
Jorge Moreno, Pomona College 
Desika Narayanan, University of Florida 
Jeffrey Newman, University of Pittsburgh / PITT PACC 
David Nidever, Montana State University 
Eric Perlman, Florida Institute of Technology 



Alex Pope, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Benjamin Rackham, MIT 
Sandhya Rao, University of Pittsburgh 
Noel Richardson, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
Gregory Rudnick, University of Kansas 
John J. Ruan, Bishop’s University 
Jessie Runnoe, Vanderbilt University 
Anil Seth, U. of Utah 
Gregory Sivakoff, University of Alberta 
Hyewon Suh, Subaru Telescope 
Evan Tilton, Regis University 
Ryan Trainor, Franklin & Marshall College 
Todd M. Tripp, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Jonathan Trump, University of Connecticut 
David Turnshek, University of Pittsburgh 
Gregory Walth, Carnegie Observatories 
Kate Whitaker, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Michael Wood-Vasey, University of Pittsburgh 
 
 


