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Update on Programmatic activities

• CSA AOs for JWST grant funding

• CSA Announcement of Opportunity for cycle 3 grants released 
in July.

• Preparing for CSA Cycle 4 AO.

• CSA staffing at STScI
• 3 positions filled (1 FGS, 2 NIRISS).

• Ongoing process for hiring of a new CSA astronomer to be based at 
STScI.

• Engineering support contract during operations

• Long-term contract signed in July with Honeywell.
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JWST Exclusive Access Period Survey

• Survey of the Canadian community in collaboration with the 
Joint Committee on Space Astronomy (CASCA/CSA)

• Survey details at JCSA Exclusive Access Period Survey

• Distribution date: Sent on September 18

• Closure date: Closed on October 23

• Target Audience: All CASCA members

• Arguments in favor and against eliminating or shortening EAP in 
back-up material.

• Response Rate

• Total Responses: 43

• Response Rate: ~ 7% of CASCA and ~ half of JWST observers in Canada
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1hnCYcVIIXn6Zq0Rrk2z5rZ68MWOmqE5ltkd0hjc_aNSTPg/viewform


Question 1.a.
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Question 1.a. responses
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(1) Eliminate all proprietary periods for JWST data

(2) Shorten the default proprietary period from 12 months

(3) Maintain the current 12-month default proprietary period, and
continue to allow and encourage teams to shorten the proprietary…

(4) Shorten the default proprietary period, but start the proprietary
period timer only after the last observations for a program have been…

(5) Keep data proprietary until all observations from a program have
been taken

Shorten the default period to 0 but allow investigators to request an EAP
of up to 12 months (a restatement of 3)

Maintain the current proprietary access policy, but reevaluate it once the
default JWST pipeline actually produces usable end products for all…

Shorten proprietary period for large programs to after all observations
have been taken, but leave the 12 months for very small, small, and…

Which possible solutions would you recommend?



Question 1.b.
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Question 1.b. responses
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(1) Eliminate all proprietary periods for JWST data

(2) Shorten the default proprietary period from 12 months

(3) Maintain the current 12-month default proprietary period, and
continue to allow and encourage teams to shorten the proprietary period…

(4) Shorten the default proprietary period, but start the proprietary period
timer only after the last observations for a program have been taken.

(5) Keep data proprietary until all observations from a program have been
taken

Shorten the default period to 0 but allow investigators to request an EAP
of up to 12 months (a restatement of 3)

Maintain the current proprietary access policy, but reevaluate it once the
default JWST pipeline actually produces usable end products for all…

Shorten proprietary period for large programs to after all observations
have been taken, but leave the 12 months for very small, small, and…

Ranked Selections

first choice second choice third choice



Question 2
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Question 2 responses
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(1) I have been PI or Co-PI on JWST proposals

(2) I have been Co-I on JWST proposals

(3) I have been PI or Co-PI on awarded JWST programs

(4) I have been Co-I on awarded JWST programs

(5) I have not been involved in JWST proposals, but have
worked with JWST data.

(6) I have not been involved with JWST proposals or data.

What has been your use of JWST?



Question 3
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Question 3 responses
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What is your academic status?

(1) Undergraduate student (2) Graduate student (PhD or MSc) (3) Postdoctoral researcher

(4) Tenure-track faculty or researcher (5) Tenured faculty or researcher (6) Emeritus or retired

Senior Program Scientist chercheur senior



Key 
Findings

• Little support: There is little 
support for eliminating all 
proprietary periods on JWST data.

• Preferred Solution: The favorite 
solution among respondents is to 
maintain the current 12-month 
default proprietary period.

• Alternative Suggestions: Some 
respondents support a shorter 
proprietary period, but with the 
timer starting when all 
observations have been taken.
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Thank you!
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Back-up Material
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